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PIR (DEDE /ANA / BABA)
A Pir is an expert in the Alevi belief and culture and lives his life accordingly.
Traditionally Pirs have served the Alevi path all their lives and as a result received the right to lead the Cem ceremony. Dedes and Anas come from a Pir background and are brought up according to the Alevi way. At the start of the Cem the Guide invites the Pir into the centre of the Cem. The Pir first greets the Guide and everyone at the Cem, then he asks for consent from everyone in order to lead the Cem ceremony.

THE GUIDE
The Guide sits beside the Pir and helps him.
The Guide has vast knowledge of Alevi values and the Path and applies them.
The guide helps to maintain the communication between the Pir and everyone in the Cem.

ZAKIR
The Zakir plays the bağlama and sits next to the Dede. On the prompt of the Dede, the Zakir summons the 12 services to the Cem with his words and music. These hymns convey nice feelings and thoughts. In the Hymns the names of Hakk, Muhammed and Ali are mentioned. The Duvaz or Duvaz-i Imam will mention the 12 imams’ names. Semah songs have rhythmic melodies. Mersiyes are the mournful songs or laments that are sang for Imam Huseyin.

DOOR KEEPER
The Door Keeper seals the door during the Cem ceremony and will not open the door until the end of the Cem. The Door Keeper is responsible for the security of the Cem.

THE OBSERVER
The Cem Keeper maintains order in the Cem. Through the Guide, the Cem Keeper passes on the requests of the people to the Pir. The Cem Keeper helps everyone to perform their services. The Cem Keeper holds a long stick. The stick is used only as a symbol and has a rose attached to the end of it.

SWEEPER
The Sweeper’s duty is to symbolically clean and purify the Cem area. One or three people can perform this service. When there are three of them, all three will be women. When it is one person, it can be
either a woman or a man. The Sweeper service can be performed several times during the Cem.

JUG KEEPER
The İbrik service represents physical purification.
It is usually performed by two people, one woman and one man. Hands are washed symbolically.

LIGHT KEEPER
Following the cleaning of the place and the symbolic washing of hands, the Pir will unite everyone through enlightening
their hearts and minds. The candles will be lit. Symbolically there are three candles. They represent the light of Hakk.

FLEECE KEEPER
The fleece represents the presence of Hace Bektaş Veli and of Hakk. The person who stands on the fleece will perform the İkrar, Görgü (spiritual brother) and Dar services. After the arrival of the fleece the worshiping part of the Cem will begin.

SEMAH  PERFORMERS
Semah is one of the most important parts of the Cem.
Women and men perform the Semah together.
The Semah will begin with the last part of the Mihraclama.
Everyone wishing to take part can join the Semah.

WATER  SERVER
Following the Semah, the Pir reminds everyone of Kerbela, Imam Huseyin and all the innocent victims. Before the Saka water is distributed the Zakir performs one or three more Mersiyes (laments). Saka water is distributed to remember those left without water at Kerbela. Everyone takes a sip from the Saka water. If the Cem is attended by many people the Saka water will be sprinkled on them.

FOOD SERVER
All contributions received from the people will be put together and at the end of the Cem will be shared between everyone equally.
The food can be distributed during or after the Cem ceremony.
With this service all services are completed.



The candles will be put out. The fleece is taken away.
The 12 servers will come to the centre one more time and will receive approval from the Pir.
The doors will be opened by the door keeper.


